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What is a Nature-based 

Solution?



Nature-based solutions are “actions to protect, conserve, restore, 

sustainably use and manage natural or modified terrestrial, freshwater, 

coastal and marine ecosystems, which address social, economic and 

environmental challenges effectively and adaptively, while 

simultaneously providing human well-being, ecosystem services and 

resilience and biodiversity benefits.”*

*2022 United Nations 

Environment Assembly

Translation: Using nature and nature-based processes to benefit both people and biodiversity. 





Infrastructure systems are related to:



What are some Examples of 

Nature-based Solutions?



Urban Parks 

Retention Ponds 

Wetlands



From Dinic Brankovic, et al, 2019. Bioswales as elements of green infrastructure – foreign practice and 

possibilities of use in the district of the City of Nis, Serbia



NbS and Hydropower Projects

Protect/restore forested watersheds as part of a comprehensive 

management plan

Dam proceeds pay for ecosystem services (clean and dependable 

water)



PROJECTS



Water Supply 

and Quality



What are some Benefits of 

Nature-based Solutions?





What are some major 

challenges and solutions?



CHALLENGE

•Getting started

• Build awareness; training

• Demonstration projects

• Develop a national policy



CHALLENGES

•Outdated building codes, standards, legislation

• Assess opportunities to amend sector policies, 

regulations, guidelines, etc. to introduce NbS



Finance, tools and references



FINANCE, TOOLS & REFERENCES

The Canadain Climate and Nature 

Fund for Private Sector in Asia, a $255 

million trust fund at ADB.

See:

https://www.adb.org/news/canada-

and-adb-launch-new-fund-support-

private-sector-climate-action-and-

nature-based

https://www.adb.org/news/canada-and-adb-launch-new-fund-support-private-sector-climate-action-and-nature-based


FINANCE, TOOLS & REFERENCES

NbS Evidence

Platform

- Actual examples of NbS 

& relationship to CC

- Compare impacts of 

different interventions

- Generate maps

https://www.naturebased

solutionsevidence.info/evi

dence-tool/

https://www.naturebasedsolutionsevidence.info/evidence-tool/


FINANCE, TOOLS & REFERENCES



CONCLUSION

•NbS for infrastructure is real and viable and beneficial

•Many examples available in Asia to replicate and tools 

available to employ

• Support pilot initiatives as proof of concept; assess 

and modify key policies, regulations and standards


